
Foundation For Allen Schools Grant Application

Let's get to know you!

First Name Melanie

Last Name Storts

Preferred name/name that you go by: Melanie

Email Address melanie.storts@allenisd.org

Best phone number to reach you at: 19727270590

Campus Ford Middle School

Grade(s) 7;8

I have co-applicants: No

Please provide your work-related Facebook contact
information. Not Answered

Please provide your work-related Twitter contact
information. @fordmslibrary

Project Information

Name of Grant Revitalizing the Ford Middle School Library for
Adolescent Readers

Please select the MAIN curriculum area your grant
addresses. Library / Makerspace

Does your grant have a technology component? No

Does your grant have a need or requirement that will
change, alter, or require any maintenance to Allen ISD

Properties?
No

Will other campuses be involved/impacted? No

Will other grades be involved/impacted? No

How many students will be involved in this grant? 800

Are there any additional funds available for this grant? No

Project Information Continued
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What is the problem, need or opportunity that this grant
will address? Describe the impact of this project on your

students.

The Biographies, Collective Biographies and Nonfiction
collections in the Ford Middle School Library are very
outdated with irrelevant topics. Many books in these
collections date back to 1983, when the school first
opened. These books are stamped as Allen Middle

School since some of the books were given to Ford by
the Allen Middle School when it first opened.

Unfortunately, both teachers and students know that
these collections are outdated. As a result, they are not

being utilized like they should be. The opportunity to
purchase new books for these collections would have a

huge impact on students at Ford Middle School, as
students come to the library to find current information on

events and leaders for their class assignments. The
allotted library book budget only allows me to purchase

some of the newly released books along with a few
award winners. The budget is not big enough to help with

refreshing collections such as biographies, collective
biographies and nonfiction.

How will the project or program be implemented?
Describe activities and tasks. Who is the target
population and in what ways will they benefit?

As the librarian at Ford Middle School, I would purchase
books in the collections of biographies, collective

biographies and nonfiction from one of Allen ISD's
preferred vendors. The targeted population is 7th and 8th
grade students. This grant would benefit them providing a

more robust collection of books on world events and
leaders. Having a current collection supports Allen ISD's
goals of having a culture of excellence and supporting

future ready skills.

Provide a brief summary for use on the Foundation's
website and social media.

Having current resources for students in a school library
is vital for the school culture and student growth.

Students should have materials available to them that
are current and relative, not only for them to better

complete their classroom assignments but also for their
reading pleasure.

Which Allen ISD goals/TEKS does this project support?
Please provide 2 examples.

This grant supports all three of Allen ISD's goals: Culture
of Excellence, Future Ready Skills and Empowered

Learning. However, the greatest support is for
Empowered Learning. Empowered Learning is about

empowering students as learners and helping them focus
on individual growth. This grant will provide the resources
they need to accomplish these. The library is the heart of
the information literacy program throughout the district.

The future ready skills teach learners to display curiosity
and initiative when seeking information, engage with new
knowledge by following a process, and ensure an inquiry-
based process for learners. This project supports several

TEKS, but one in particular is for our 7th graders who
learn by "Creating a Biographical Presentation" in TEKS

1C, 1D, 10E, 11B, 12B, 12J.

What specific measurements will be used to evaluate the
effectiveness of the project?

Destiny, our library catalog and management software, is
able to track data on the types of books being checked

out and build reports so the data can be analyzed.
Teacher feedback can also be used to determine how

the updated collections impact student learning within the
classroom.
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What teaching methods will be used to implement this
project?

Students are always using the library to find books for
their reading pleasure and/or to find books that will help

them in gathering information for their class assignments.
Implementing this library refresh would allow students to
better complete assignments with current and updated

text information. For example, in unit 3 of the curriculum
document, our 7th grade ELA students are required to

create a biographical presentation. Students come to the
library to find books on leaders to learn how they have

impacted our community or the world. An updated
collection will allow students to make current, real-world
connections that have and are still impacting their lives.
This is just one example of when and how students will

be using the newer collection in the library.

What is the project timeline and the date of
implementation?

If I receive this grant in the Fall of 2022, I would purchase
the books as soon as I could from one of our district

preferred vendors. I would want to receive and process
the books as early in the school year as possible, so

students could utilize them as soon as possible.

Explain how this idea or project enhances/supports Allen
ISD curriculum or existing systems.

As money allows, new technology is being purchased as
a refresh for students in the district when updates are

made. Since the Ford Middle School library is the oldest
middle school library in the district, the collection is the

oldest. A library refresh, much like the technology
refresh, is greatly needed for Ford. Students are still

using physical books for their classwork, as the TEKS in
the curriculum requires them to do so. With the money I
receive yearly from the district and Ford funds, I am only

able to keep up with some of the new releases and
award winners.

Project Budget

Total Grant Budget Requested: 6000.00

Project Budget Set Number 1

Item Type Instructional Supplies or Resources

List item to be purchased under item category: Biographies, Collective Biographies and Nonfiction for
the Library

Unit Cost 20.00

Quantity 300

Total cost of items in this category: 6000.00

NGB

First
Name

Last
Name Email NGB Record Letter

Doug Wilhelm douglas.wilhelm@allenisd.org RN238688 Name: Rec240236,
Status: Submitted

Click on the 'Edit' button to
replace this with your letter.

NGB Custom Questions and Answers

Rec240236
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I certify that this would be a good use of funds for our
school and this grant supports the district goals and/or
our campus improvement plans. **Do NOT include any

identifiers, such as: campus name, your name, teacher's
name or mascot **

Approve

Please provide comments/feedback for the applicant: Great grant proposal.

Almost done!

Not Available
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